
 
 

DAY 3 

 

RECEIVING THE POWER OF GOD’S CHILDREN 

 

JOHN 3:3 
 

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.” 
 

 In the Gospel of John, we learn the name of a religious leader who became a 

follower of Jesus Christ. Perhaps we know the name of Nicodemus because of what 

he did after he became a child of God. God gave him the courage and power to 

defend Jesus as other priests plotted His death. God also gave him the courage and 

power to help with the burial of Jesus after Jesus suffered and died on His cross, 

when Nicodemus knew he could be killed for showing such loyalty to Jesus.  

 

Nicodemus did not remain the only priest to follow Jesus. After Jesus rose 

from the dead and after Jesus filled His followers with the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the continuing work of the Holy Spirit and His followers powerful testimony about 

Jesus gave many priests the power to become God’s children. In Acts 6:7, we read, 

“The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased 

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.”  

 

We know these priests became God’s children because others in the family of 

God recognized their obedience to the faith. In John 14:15, we read these words of 

Jesus. “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” Others in the Church 

saw how these priests loved and obeyed Jesus just as they did. Even in this world, 

they had seen the Kingdom of God in the Church, and they had seen the difference 

living from a Kingdom of God perspective made in their lives. Within this world, 

they lived in the Kingdom of God and served Jesus as their King and the King of the 

universe. Their King lived within them, and they knew that Jesus was their Way into 

the Heavenly Kingdom, where they would live with Jesus and with all who loved 

Jesus forever. 



 

 

But how can this be? What does this mean to us? All of God’s children begin 

in the same needy place where Nicodemus began. The early Christians recognized 

their need of a new life, though this may have taken many different forms. They 

knew they were broken in many places and they lived in a broken world. By coming 

to Jesus, the Holy Spirit gave them (and will give us) the power to become God’s 

children, and they became (and so can we) new people. Through the work of the 

Holy Spirit and the truths they learned about Jesus, they were born again, became 

God’s children, and began a new way of living. 

 

 People come to trust in Jesus in a variety of ways, but let’s consider how 

Nicodemus learned the truth about Jesus and received the power of the Holy Spirit 

and became one of God’s children. 

 

Nicodemus came to Jesus by night. We can come to Jesus any time of day or 

night. Nicodemus may have wanted to make informed decisions about Jesus before 

showing others he was beginning to believe in Jesus. Nicodemus may not have had 

pure motives before seeking to talk to Jesus, but no one has pure motives before 

they seek Jesus. Only a child of God can have pure motives; but unhappily, in this 

world they do not always maintain pure motives, but they do remain God’s children. 

 

Nicodemus told Jesus what he knew about Jesus up to that point in time. As 

we read in John 3:2, Nicodemus told Jesus honestly, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart 

from the presence of God.” Nicodemus wanted to learn more about Jesus, because 

he knew that Jesus had come from God, but was Jesus more than a teacher? Was 

He also the Messiah everyone expected God to send them? Was He also the Son of 

God as He claimed to be and as His signs of compassion showed Him to be? 

 

When Jesus told Nicodemus he needed to become a child of God, 

Nicodemus humbly told Jesus that he did not know how to be born again. Then 

Jesus assured him that the Holy Spirit would give him the new birth he needed, but 

Nicodemus would not know how the Holy Spirit worked. The Holy Spirit would do 

all that Nicodemus needed done, and Nicodemus needed to believe in Jesus. The 

same is true for all of us who have become God’s children or want to become a child 

of God. The Holy Spirit works in us and we believe in Jesus as the Bible teaches. 

 

We will never know all the workings of God, but we can know what Jesus tells 

us to do. We can read the Bible. We can pray. We can learn about Jesus and 

believe in Jesus and learn more from Jesus and be born anew by the Holy Spirit — 

just as Nicodemus and others have done before us. 



 

 

In John 3:16, Jesus has given us one of the best reasons for us to become a 

child of God, for us to believe in Him as our Lord and Savior, for us to receive the 

power of the Holy Spirit to become a child of God, and for us tell others about 

Him, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

 

 

Read John 3:1-10 

 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  (John 3:1) 

 

He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 

who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 

presence of God.”  (John 3:2) 

 

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 

without being born from above.”  (John 3:3) 

 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 

enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  (John 3:4) 

 

Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 

being born of water and Spirit.  (John 3:5) 

 

What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  (John 3:6) 

 

Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’  (John 3:7) 

 

The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.”  (John 3:8) 

 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  (John 3:9) 

 

Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 

these things?  (John 3:10) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Recommended Reading: 

 

How to Pray in the Spirit: Thirty-One Devotional Readings on Personal Prayer 

How God Teaches Us to Pray: Lessons from Francis and Edith Schaeffer 

Principles of Prayer 

The Believer’s Secret of the Abiding Presence (Kindle) 

The Believer’s Secret of the Abiding Presence (Paperback) 

The Believer’s Secret of Spiritual Power (Kindle) 

The Believer’s Secret of Spiritual Power (Paperback) 

The Believer’s Secret of Intercession (Kindle) 

The Believer’s Secret of Intercession (Paperback) 

Prayer Steps to Serenity: Daily Quiet Time Edition 

Prayer Steps to Serenity The Twelve Steps Journey: New Serenity Prayer Edition 
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